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be found than the line of silent bodies along the * Strand J
ride of the wood, over which the enemy had not dared to
tread."
Brigadier Lukin's tribute to the few haggard and shaken
survivors was as touching as it was sincere. When the heroic
remnant paraded before him, he uncovered his head to take the
salute, and the tears in his eyes were a credit to his manhood.
Delville Wood, that now contains the graves of the South
African troops who fell there and in numerous later battles, is
now a part of South Africa, for the French Government handed
to the Government of the Union of South Africa the title-deeds
of that hallowed and historic spot.
On September 15, after more than two months of
continuous fighting, the British disclosed a long jealously
guarded secret by launching an attack by " tanks," which it was
hoped would prove to be the key to open the trench deadlock.
Although the appearance of these crawling fortresses at first
caused indescribable confusion and demoralisation among the
enemy, their use was premature ; only fifty-nine of them were
employed in detachments of twos and threes; the drivers were
yet ill-trained; and the infantry failed to co-operate with them.
Finally, the tanks had been designed to attack trenches of the
pattern of 1915, since when trenches had been converted into
veritable fortifications.
A tank is a form of ironclad that by means of its caterpillar
wheels can not only crawl over the land, but is capable of sur-
mounting obstacles in rather an extraordinary manner. The
following is Mr. Philip Gibbs' account of the exploits of a
tank:
" It leant against a battered wall until it fell and then crawled
over the debris. It went through High Wood, smashing the
trees like sticks before it. It went up to machine-gun emplace-
ments, crushed the gun under its ribs, and passed on, spitting
death at the demoralised Germans. It stamped down a dug-